THE   COURT   OF   ST.   CLOUD                      log
however, that the good sense of the Count will point out to him, before it is too late, the impolicy of his present connections j and that he will use his interest with his Prince to persuade him to adopt a line of conduct suited to the grandeur and dignity of the Prussian monarchy, and favourable to the independence of insulted Europe.
When his present Prussian Majesty succeeded to the throne, Count de Haugwitz continued in office, with increased influence j but he some time since resigned, in consequence, it is said, of a difference of opinion with the other Prussian ministers on the subject of a family alliance, which Bonaparte had the modesty to propose, between the illustrious house of Napoleon the First and the royal line of Brandenburgh.
On this occasion his King, to evince his satisfaction with his past conduct, bestowed on him not only a large pension, but an estate in Silesia, where he before possessed some property. Bonaparte also, to express his regret at his retreat, proclaimed his Excellency a grand officer of the Legion of Honour.
Talleyrand insolently calls the several cordons, or ribands, distributed by Bonaparte among the Prussian ministers and generals, "his leading-strings." It is to be hoped that Frederick William III. is sufficiently upon his guard to prevent these strings from strangling the Prussian monarchy and the Brandenburgh dynasty.